PRESS RELEASE
NOVEMBER 2009
The City of Tshwane’s Community Safety Department launched Operation Festive Season during October 2008.  The operation will focus on places of entertainment and liquor outlets, formal businesses selling fireworks, illegal use of fireworks and childcare services.  Law enforcement action has already been taken against various businesses selling fireworks while not adhering to municipal by-laws.  
Any person who wants to sell fireworks from their business premises must apply for a licence at the South African Police Service’s Explosives Unit.  The Explosives unit can be contacted at (012) 393 2756. Once a business applies at the Explosive’s unit, the application is also sent to the municipality’s offices of the Chief Fire Officer.  A fire safety inspector will then conduct an inspection of the business premises to see whether it complies with fire safety legislation and requirements, for instance, there must be no obstructions in front of the fire extinguishers, there must be “no smoking/no open flame” signs, fireworks must be kept behind counters, etc.

When a business obtains a licence from the SAPS Explosives Unit, the business must then also apply at the municipal offices of the Chief Fire Officer for a certificate of registration.  Thus, a business selling fireworks must have a licence from the SAPS Explosives Unit as well as a certificate of registration from the Chief Fire Officer.

The Tshwane Metropolitan Police is working closely with other law enforcement agencies to regulate the sale and use of fireworks.  Businesses selling fireworks without a certificate of registration will receive a spot fine of R2 500.00 with an additional fine for any other fire safety violations found.  Furthermore, these businesses are warned against illegally advertising fireworks on traffic signs, pavements etc. and additional fines may be hefted in these cases.

As regards the use of fireworks, people who want to use fireworks (private and professional fireworks displays) must apply at the offices of the Chief Fire Officer for permission. This will ensure that fireworks are used in a safe manner and will not constitute a fire hazard. 
People using fireworks without the approval of the Chief Fire Officer can receive a spot fine of R2 500.00 in terms of the Tshwane Fire Brigade Services by-laws.  Furthermore, these offenders can also be fined in terms of the Gauteng Noise Control Regulations.

The Community Safety Department is warning the public that they should take heed of the necessary legislation regarding fireworks since failure to comply will result in stiff penalties.  

